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Abstract

Examining Issues on the Game of Yut Focus on the Existence
of “Sahigyeong(#1f%#5)” and the Origin of the Game

Kim, Man—tae
Ph.D Candidate, Andong National University

This essay examines the rediscovered “Sahigyeong” of Sim, Ik-hoon, an important literature
on the game of Yur that had not been usually referred to in several studies because it was
presumed lost. Sahigyeong was the first piece of literature that described Yur as a traditional
Korean game, the coloring of Yut bars, the name of each pip such as Do, Gae, Geol, Yut, and
Mo, and the rules for using a Yur horse.

This essay also examines the theories regarding the origin of the game of Yut, which propose
that the game (1) spontaneously generated, (2) emerged from Jeopo, a game similar to Yut
during the Baekjae Era, (3) evolved from Pachisi, and (4) that there is a reservation of
judgment. First, this essay carefully and systematically examines, compares, and analyzes the
arguments for spontaneous generation and propagation. Analysis reveals that the Yur is unlikely
to have originated from Jeopo and Pachisi since the foundations for the theory of propagation
were very weak. On the other hand, spontaneous generation looks very persuasive when
considering the records from Sahigyeong, which reveal that the difference between Jeopo and
the Yut board appeared only in the period of the Three States. In addition, this essay examines
the origin of the traditional shapes of the Yur board and presents the findings as an evidence

for the theory of spontaneous generation.

Keywonds : Yut, Yut board, the game of Yut, Jeopo, Pachisi, Sahigyeong(TN§#%), point board
(L)
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