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Abstract
A Study of the Folklore in the Rite of Passage by Oknyeogaksi

Kim, Jin-young (The postgraduate course, Chung-ang University)

This study intends to study the folklore as the rite of passage, especially focusing on
"Oknyeogaksi" in the marriage ceremony in Cheongyang. The rite of passage was commonly
performed not only in the religious ceremony, but also in daily life when a person changed his
or her position in a social or a special way. Through the study of the ceremonies, we must
understand both formalities and symbolic significance of the folklore,

A particular folklore, namely, "Oknyeogaksi" has been handed down as the marriage ceremony
in Cheungyang, Chungchongnam-do Province(the southern part of the state, Chungchong). On the
way of "Shinhaeng"(a bride's trip to the bridegroom's house after the wedding ceremony at her
house; the bride rides in a palanquin), a bride should avoid Oknyeogaksi. It is a special direction
that a bride takes on the way to the bridegroom's house, and the direction is believed to bring a
misfortune, It is established by the date and place of marriage., If the direction of Sinhaeng
coincides with the direction of Oknyeogaksi, the bride must make a detour to avoid the direction.
Sometimes people even build a new gate in the bridegroom's house to prevent the bride from
entering the direction of Oknyeogaksi. Such practices have been developed based on the
geographical and cultural features of Chungyang. There is a shaman called "Kyongjaengi" who
makes an incantation during her shaman ceremony. She has handed down the knowledge of
criterion which provides all the information about Oknyeogaksi and other related customs.
Oknyeogaksi is a taboo that wards off a bad luck in the marriage ceremony. Especially for
women, marriage is an important process because it is a big turning point for her life, from a
virgin to someone's wife. Because of that, it was believed that marriage could be influenced by
two contrary powers of a good luck and a bad luck. People especially thought that it was easy
for a bride to be exposed to bad spirit on the way of Sinhaeng because it was the transition
period. They also believed that she would bring the bad spirit not only to herself but also to the

bridegroom's family. Through the Oknyeogaksi custom, therefore, people wish that they could
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consecrate the marriage ceremony and protect the new home(bridegroom's house) from
misfortune,

To properly understand the folklore, it is necessary to analyze various meanings implied by the
ceremonies, That is, it is an important step toward understanding of the significance of marriage
and its ceremony that one knows about formation, transmission and meaning in the rite of

passage, Oknyeogaksi,

Key words : Oknyeo, Sinhaeng, Marriage, Folklore, Rite of passage
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