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Abstract

Mock Hunting(Sanyaggeori) and Animal Sacrifice in Exorcism

Im, Jang—hyuk

(Associate Professor, Department of Folklore, Chungang University)

Animal sacrifice is common in some Korean ceremonies, both collectively and individually.
Exorcism rituals of Hwanghae-do, the Sanyang[hunting]-geori, Tasal[killing]-geori, and
Gunwung[king]-geori, all prepare, sacrifice and offer animals to the king. This study observes
this ceremonial process of the Hwanghae-do.

The Tasal-geori and Gunwunggeori of Hwanghae-do exorcism is useful for explaining why
animals must be sacrificed. The Sanyanggeori, which appears in war songs or heroic tales,
presents a sense of the hunter folks’belief in the mountain god. To demonstrate their sense of
gratitude towards the mountain god,the hunter folks presented offerings by first, giving animals
to certain people who in turn will kill the animal to pacify the soul of the killed animal and
be forgiven for the act of killing. The fact that the offering is coaxed in Sanshingeori can be
explained by such duality of meaning.

It is difficult to truly interpret these ceremonies that involve animal sacrifice because of the
ambivalence of the meaning of the killings, and therefore the sacrificial death of the animal.
The process goes through three stages — the killing of the animal, the offering, and the [ ]
of the participants, and one of these three stages is emphasized according to the character of a
certain ceremony. In Tasalgeori and Gunwunggeori, the emphasis is on the killing of the animal
and the raising of the spear. In Tasalgeori, the death of the offering is a sacred and violent
practice that was believed to carry the soul of the animal to the other world. This was done to
build a connection between the humans and the Gunwung’s of the other world. The animal
being offered is violently dissected as a preparatory process for sending its soul. The blood, the
heart or liver, and the body are separated and used ritually. The blood is used for
Gunwungpuri, a ceremony observed to appease thebroken heart of the king. A certain body part
of the animal is placed on a spear and raised as an offering to the king. The king’s intention

to accept the gift is then affirmed.

Keyword: mock hunting, offering of animal, [wild tree], domestic stock, wild trees, game,

Gunwunggeori, Tasalgeori
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