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Belief in Siwang and The Next World of Korean

Pyon Mu Young

(Incheon Junior College)

This thesis aims to study the Korean traditional next world by making investigation
into Siwang. From the beginning, because Siwang has been introduced by buddhism into
korea, the cultural contacts between buddhism and folklore have been unavoidable
phenomena. Therefore, inquiring into this kind of problem seems to be effective on
understanding the folk religion affected by a so-called foreign culture.

Siwang has been saying that there are ten judges in next world. Thereupon, it is for
them to judge a people after one's death. And the many peoples have to go to Chiok or
Kuengnak as a consequence of judging. However, nobody after one's death has been
permitted to select this world.

But Siwang in folk society do not judge the deceased but help them to come back this
world, Isueng. In short, we can find out there are two types of belief in Siwang, one is
from buddhism and the other is from traditional folk society.

The reason why Siwang in folk society is different from in buddhism is a important
key to the relationship between buddhism and folklore. Therefore this study will present a
model theory to approach the Korean folklore affected by buddhism.



