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ABSTRACT

The Meaning of Ogu-Gut Observed by the Patron

Hong, Tea-Han(Kyunghee University)

This article aims at understanding the meaning of Ogu gut observed by the patron.
In other words, the main purpose of this article is to know how the patron’s family
responds to the gut performance and how people participate in it. Unlike other types of
gut, Mangjacheondo gut, praying for the souls of the departed, is performed in
quadripartite relations because of the intervention of the deceased. Consoling the feeling
of the patron and praying for the happiness of the dead in the other world have to be
achieved.

As the responses of the patrons have been analyzed in the cases of Ogu gut, diverse
responses were observed in each act. Ogu gut, beginning with the sorrow, reaches its
climax when meeting the deceased through the shaman in the act of Yeongsil and their
grudge and rancor begin to be dissolved by talking with the deceased. Confirming that
the deceased has left this world in the acts of Sajaesamseong, Malmi, and Begareugi,
the patron uses the gut to relieve stress. The theatrical structure of Ogu gut
tremendously affects this process. From the Yeongsil act to the after-Yeongsil act, it is
a kind of play. In the Yeongsil act, the patron becomes a leading actor and can cope
with stress after meeting the deceased. In the act of Sajaesamseong, with the
appearance of an envoy for the other world, the patron realizes that the deceased has to
leave this world and in the act of Malmi, one can observe the deceased led to the other
world accompanied by the Bari princess. In Sebalsimyji, the patron is able to remove a
lingering affection for the deceased who makes an easy passage into eternity and the
rite of farewell concludes completely in the acts of Begareugi and after-Yeongsil.

Korean Ogu gut has been actively transmitted until now because it contains a
theatrical structure and the patron can relieve a long-smoldering grudge in this process.
It functions basically as praying for the happiness of the dead while consoling the heart
of people involved. In some respect, it is a festival to relieve one’s grudge rather than a

sad activity of farewell for the deceased. Therefore, the basic idea of Koreans accepting
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death as a festival lies here. Also, the unique idea of recognizing non-realities as

realities is located.

o 342 5
MIEFKAIALE) b E OgulbiEAT = X
YRR (BB )
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