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" Abstract

Comments on a comparative study on Korean
Goblin and Japanese specter

Kim, Jong—Dae(Head of Folk Research Division, The National Folk Museum of Korea)

This paper contains initial discourses to raise a group of questions over in what
way ones of the most interesting existences in Korean and Japanese culture;
respectively, ‘Goblin’ and ‘specter’, have been connected each other and how we
suggest distinctiveness between them. However, it is quite dangerous when we try to
find some standards without transcendental agreement on the possibility to apply
essential notions in comparing with other cultures. In this perspective, this paper
raises important questions as a prelude to more fundamental arguments.

The word, ‘specter’, tends to bind a number of things in different forms and types
handed down in Japan. Considering some cases like one’s demotion from god, it is
fairly exciting task to differentiate specters through specific standards such as the
qualification for an object of sacrificial rites. These distinctiveness and differentiation
is exclusively adaptable to Japanese specter culture. In other words, it is difficult to
apply these to Korean culture. In this sense, Korean goblin can be endowed with
meaningful interpretation as a cultural symbol. Goblin is believed to have double faced
feature; good and evil. It is much more clearly recognizable when it has a religious
character rather when it is demonstrated in fairy tales. While Goblin fire symbolizes
abundance in ancient folklore, it is illustrated as a dangerous existence to possess
human souls with its fire in narrative stories.

From this point of view, we can draw further tasks, to clarify the double faced
feature of Goblin, and to investigate how goblin has become the object of sacrificial
rites, even though it has character of ghostliness. Moreover, we need to consider what

on earth the comparison on the basis of similar characters means. It would be



problematic if they came from the same root. Nonetheless we are expected to explain
why we are comparing two different rooted existences.

Those existences have been made through imagination or experience of each people
(Korean and Japanese). There must be direct influences from natural geographic
environment, differences from humanistic circumstances and social backgrounds. In
doing so, there would be another endowment with individual wishes to the ritual

objects.

Key Words : goblin, specter, gui(‘f:ghost), sin(iif:god), ritual ceremony
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