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The Kojoomong Mythology:
Lending Perspective to Folkloric Studies

Chu-Kuen Chang
(Kyonggi University, Former professor)

The Kojoomong mythology is mentioned in numerous historical documents,
both Korean and Chinese. It appears first in a Chinese historical record named Non
Hyong, dated around the 1st century, and it is last mentioned in the context of King
Tong-myong in the Tongkuk-i—-sang-kuk-jip Records, written near the 12th century.
It is a mythology with a history over 1000 years long. This article traces the myth
of King Tong-myong through the annals of the Kojoomong mythology. Thus, the
formational and developmental bases of the mythology are examined, as are its
transmissional conditions and nature.

The Puyo Kingdom’s myth of King Tong-myong has been often compared
to the Kokuryo Kingdom's legend of King Tong-maeng. The historical records from
the Kokuryo and Paechae Kingdoms imply that a legendary King Tong-myong figure
was worshipped in all the Puyo-lineage races. An examination of the Kojoomong
mythology reveals the process by which the mythology was gradually transformed
into a heroic epic. It is revealed that during the end of the Koryo Kingdom, the
legend of King 7Tong-myong became more than a mere myth as it fired Korean
nationalistic spirits during the disintegration and ensuing crisis of the nation. Thus,
the politico-military situation of the time was reflected in the rising popularity of the

mythical Korean Kking.



