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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study on Korean and Mongolian Folk Tales

entitled “a Fairy and a Woodcutter”

Jang, Jang-Sik(The National Folk Museum of Korea)

I compared Korean folk tale with that of Mongolia based on a folk tale entitled “a
fairy and a woodcutter”, a story of a woodcutter who stole a fairy’s clothes bathing in
the pond and married her, but at last separated from her. This comparative study
deserves notice in that the viewpoint that the story was created in culture of northen
countries and spread to southern countries has been discussed.

A Korean folk tale, “a fairy and a woodcutter” is closely associated with Mongolian
story named "Khori-tumed mergen” and should be differently considered from Manchu
founding mythology. On the contrary, several kinds of folk tales recorded in Chinese
texts are closely related to Korean folk tale named “the Altair and the Vega”, a sad story
of lovers met on a bridge once a year on the seventh of July of the lunar calendar.

In comparison with Korean and Mongolian folk tales named “a fairy and a
woodcutter”, these following characteristics should be noticed.

First, the difference between the characters of heroes and heroins in the stories has
hardly been found, but the backgrounds of tales are differently shown by demonstrating
social and cultural characteristics between two countries. A woodcutter indirectly stands
for the settled farming culture and a hunter symbolizes the hunting culture. The heroins
of two tales are a fairy and a swan respectively. The swan is a natural character
related to the hunting while the fairy is an imaginary heavenly character. Considered as
the cultural difference, the previous point that the tale originated in Northern counties
led to the hunting culture.

Second, the viewpoints between Koreans and Mongolians show big differences in
the motifs to get the winged clothes. Koreans believed that the winged clothes was
obtained at the expense of rescuing deer from a hunter. This meant that the hunter was

thought to be a bad man. Koreans adopted the dichotomy that states “the weak are

- 203 -



good and the strong are vice.” Therefore, this concept started from infant illusions and
self-centered good and evil thinking

Third, female heroins manifest the cultural difference clearly. A ‘fairy’ of Korea
demonstrates heavenly creature distinctively while a ‘swan’ of Mongolia illustrates the
natural character. However, the swan is considered as a simple natural character in that
his children become the founders of eleven different tribes. In other mongolian materials,
the status of a swan was regarded as a fairy. Consequently, the main female characters
appeared as a ‘fairy’ in Korean tales are thought not to be influenced by Taoism only.

Fourth, Mongolian folktales are said to originate in the Vical lake located in northern
countries in that they have been handed down as the founding mythology of the Boriyad.
This is only a provisional inference but the founding mythology associated with the
occurrence of a tribe does not have any possibilities to borrow from other mythologies.

Lastly, the story that a man stole a woman’s clothes and married her attest to the
fact that represents plunder weddings. It puts emphasis on the content which states ‘a
man stole a woman’s clothes and married her’. It remains to be proved that family

problems and cultural context caused in this tale should be embodied and understood.

X - 5 CHERFIIZ B RS
SRKAE (E N RIS )

L ERY SRR A2 BEI I i fa & 7 e, Wi NS 2 e ia X e
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