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ABSTRACT

A Study of Sehwa in the mid-_Joseon Period
- Centering on the 16th Century -

Kim, Yun-Jeoung
(Researcher, The National Folk Museum of Korea)

Sehwa, used for seasonal customs, 1s considered as a kind of folk arts and has not
get much attention from art history. However, as scholars show interests in minhwa
or folk paintings, selwa has been mentioned as proto-minhwa. As a first step to
study sehwa, this article examines the selwa in the 16th century when it is
mstitutionally established.

Many documents during the early and mid-Joseon period including Joseonwang-
josillok (Royal Record of the Joseon Dynasty) and private collections of works dealt
with sefwa. According to the documents, Dofwaseo(Department of Paintings) asked to
present to the king more than 100 paintings of sefwa. Some paintings drawn by the
artists in the Dolwaseo were presented to the king after being graded by Yejo(the
Ministry of Rites, Protocol, Culture and Education), and others were granted to the
subjects by the governmental agency called Bongjeongsi.

This article inquires into the examples of sefwwa among the commoners through
Mukjaeilgi written by Lee Mun-(Geon, which contained rich data on social realities in
the 16th century. This diary intensively described on sefwa for 12 years between 1551
and 1563 after 6 years when Lee Mun-Geon was exiled to Seongju in 1545. General
customs on sehwa like its production and usage were mentioned. They painted sehwa
every year and he himself together with his nephews and grandsons personally
painted. He kept a record of various facts concerning sefuwwa such as the process and
amount of production and usage, which would enable us to understand the concrete

nature of sehwa.



At that period, main subjects of paintings were ‘10 natural objects of longevity,
‘legendary hermit in the mountains’, ‘peony trees’, and ‘flowers and birds’. Not only
sehwa was drawn in a separate sheet of paper, but also it was drawn as a folding
screen which was bestowed to the subjects.

From the above observation, we can grasp the concrete nature of sefwwa which has
been cited ambiguously. Likewise, sefwa which was institutionalized in the
mid-Joseon dynasty was spread into the public due to the proliferation of seasonal

customs and the growth of urban economy.
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