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Foreword

Since two decades ago, the National Folk Museum of Korea has been publishing the
{Encyclopedia of Korean Folk Culture) every year dedicated to documenting and systematizing

Korea’s rich folk culture while fostering public interest and understanding of folklore.

In 2024, to mark the 20th anniversary of the {Encyclopedia of Korean Folk Culture), the
museum has released a special edition entitled (Encyclopedia of Hallyu), highlighting Hallyu-
the Korean Wave-an extraordinary cultural phenomenon that has captivated audiences across
the globe. It is no longer unusual to find Korean dramas streaming in homes worldwide or hear
K-pop resonating on streets across continents. Hallyu has evolved into a shared global cultural
experience. Deeply intertwined with Korea’s folk culture, it continues to inspire reinterpretations
across various domains. With this encyclopedia, we aim to fulfill the critical role of accurately

introducing Hallyu culture to audiences both at homeland and abroad.

{Encyclopedia of Hallyu) meticulously organizes the cultural symbols and meanings of Hallyu,
offering an in-depth understanding of its evolution from traditional to contemporary folklore.
Building upon the foundational resources of the {Encyclopedia of Korean Folk Culture), this
work offers a comprehensive exploration covering everyday culture, the background and key
factors of the K-contents that have drawn global attention. {Encyclopedia of Hallyu) aims to
inspire greater appreciation and interest in Korea’s folk culture, serving as a valuable guide for an

accurate understanding of Korean culture.

With this work, we reaffirm our commitment to expanding the boundaries of folklore research,
transforming the {Encyclopedia of Korean Folk Culture) into a creative platform that not only

preserves Korea’s cultural heritage but also inspires future scholarly endeavors.

Finally, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the authors, advisory and review committees, and
partner organizations for their contributions to this project. I also wish to thank the dedicated
staff of the National Folk Museum of Korea for their efforts and diligence in making this fruitful

publication.

December 20,2024
Director of the National Folk Museum of Korea Jang Sang-hoon
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Abstract

The <<Encyclopcdia of Korean Folk Culture)), published by the National Folk Museum of Korea,
has been compiling the series dividing folklore into thematic categories as part of an annual
project since 2004. Thus far, the encyclopedia has successfully released: Vol.1 {Korean Seasonal
Customs), Vol.2 {Korean Folk Beliefs), Vol.3 {Korean Folk Literature), Vol.4 {Korean Rites of
Passage>, Vol.5 {Korean Folk Arts), Vol.6 {Korean Food, Clothingand Housing, Vol.7 {Korean
Occupations and Skillsy, Vol.8 Family and Kinship Edition of {Korean Folk Societyy. This year,
to commemorate its 20th anniversary, a special edition focusing on Hallyu (the Korean Wave), the

phenomenon that has captivated global audiences, has been published.

{Encyclopedia of Hallyu) comprises 443 headwords, 4,600 manuscript pages, and over 800
photographs. It covers a comprehensive understanding of the diverse aspects and trends within

Hallyu, ranging from everyday culture to popular culture that fueled the Hallyu phenomenon.

Based on a preliminary list prepared by the encyclopedia editorial team, the headwords were
selected through a rigorous process involving verification and recommendations by experts from
academia and beyond. A total of 129 experts in various fields including folklore, anthropology,
history, Korean literature, sociology, fashion studies, food and nutrition, art, media &
communication studies, and pop culture criticism, contributed to enhance the academic depth
and expertise of the content. The Photographic materials were sourced from the National Folk
Museum of Korea’s collection, materials provided by contributors, and resources from other

institutions to ensure visual clarity for better comprehension.

The manuscripts underwent a thorough review process, including evaluation for appropriateness
by the editorial team, followed by professional proofreading, and linguistic refinement, and were
finally reviewed by subject-matter experts. Suggestions and corrections from the review process

were carefully incorporated to enhance the encyclopedia’s reliability and authority.

The encyclopedia is structured to provide insights into Korea’s everyday culture, including
food, fashion, housing, locations, events, appellations, and emotions, alongside the history and

evolution of Hallyu, categorized into K-pop, dramas, films, webcomics, and games.

This volume includes publication overview, introductory remarks, table of contents, main text,
index, and appendix. For user convenience, the table of contents is arranged alphabetically, by
categories, and by contributors. An index has been included to maintain the core functionality of

thC cncyclopcdia asa l'CfCl'CI’lCC tOOl.
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Introductory
Remarks

Structure

<Encyclopedia of Hallyu> consists of two volumes.

Selection and Categories of Headwords

Headwords refer to the terms appear as independent topics in <Encyclopedia of Hallyu>.

The headwords are categorized into everyday culture and popular culture. Everyday culture further divided
into categories including food, fashion, housing, places, events, games, emotions, and appellations. Popular
culture is classified into the categories including K-pop, films, dramas, webcomics, and games.

The selection of headwords was determined based on the direction and scope established through internal
and external experts’ advisory meetings.

The headwords are presented using terminologies widely accepted in academia and professional fields or
official names employed by institutions and production corporations.

The content of the headwords reflects information as of September 2024.

Arrangement of Headwords and Table of Contents

The table of contents is organized in two formats: Korean alphabetical (ganada system) and categorical order.

The headwords in the main text are arranged in the order of numbers, alphabets, and then ganada sequence.

Notation Guidelines

Spelling and notation primarily adhere to the <Unified Korean Orthography> (enforced since March
1, 1989) established by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, and the I'Standard Korean
Language DictionaryJ published by the National Institute of Korean Language (October 2008).

Titles of albums, films, dramas, webcomics, and games are marked with angle brackets (D). The release,
premiere, broadcast, serialization, or launch year is indicated when the content is mentioned for the firs time
in the manuscript. This information is omitted only if the release year is described in the context.

In consideration of recent trends and popular discourse, English abbreviations (e.g., SNS for Social
Networking Services, OTT for Over-The-Top streaming services), loanwords, and shortened terms were
accepted, adhering to the guidelines approved by the National Institute of Korean Language’s Urimal Saem
(Hanguel Repository) platform. English abbreviations were accompanied by their full official term upon first
mention in the text.

The names of domestic and international corporations or institutions are written in their official Korean

names. If the official Korean name is unclear, only the original language name is provided.

References

The encyclopedia includes research papers, monographs, reports, newspaper articles, and magazines, as well

as multimedia such as videos and other content reflecting domestic and international consumption patterns.

Keywords

Key terms related to the content of the manuscript or synonymous with the headwords are included.

Source of Information

Descriptions of information are listed in the order of name, dimensions, period, repository, and item
number, with dimensions given in centimeters (cm). The names, item numbers, and descriptions of cultural
heritage items adhere to each institution’s Cultural Heritage Standard Management System and official

terminology.



Index

The headwords and related terms are arranged in ganada (Korean alphabetical) order, with corresponding

page numbers provided to facilitate easy reference within the main text.

Contributors

The names, affiliations, and the authored headwords of the contributors, along with corresponding page

numbers, are listed to allow readers to locate headwords through the Contributor section as well.

Photo Credits Korean alphabetical order

Institute of Traditional Korean Food, Korea Chimack Industry Association, Leesle Co., PMC Production
Co., PyeongChang 2018 Foundation, CJ] ENM, CJ CheilJedang, HB Entertainment, Jane ASMR
(Youtuber), NEW, RBW-DSP Media, SM Entertainment, YG Entertainment, Kansong Art and Culture
Foundation, Gangnam-gu Office, Gyeonggi Provincial Museum, National Heritage Promotion Agency,
Cultural Heritage Administration, National Palace Museum of Korea, National Gugak Center, National
Library of Korea, National Museum of Korea, National Tackwondo Museum, Naver Webtoon, Nexon
Computer Museum, Netflix, Nongshim, Rural Development Administration, Seok Juseon Memorial
Museum of Dankook University, National Museum of Korean Contemporary History, Korea Policy
Briefing, Korean Sport & Olympic Committee, The Tell-Tale Heart, Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Tourism, Korea.net (Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism), Media Line Entertainment, Busan
Metropolitan City, Busan International Film Festival, Bighit Music, Saimdang by Lee Hyemi, Samyang
Foods, Seoul Tourism Organization, Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies (Seoul National University),
Scoul National University Museum, Seoul Museum of History, The Seoul Institute, Seoul Metropolitan
Government Hangang Project Headquarters, World Institute of Kimchi, Seven Star Coin Karaoke, Sejong
University Museum, Soongsil University Korean Christian Museum, Amorepacific Archive, Amorepacific
Museum of Art, ADOR, Eojin Museum, Egg Film, Cheong-aram Film Co., Korea Army Museum, Short
mouth sun (Youtuber), Jung Kwan Jang, Jung Saem Mool Inspiration, JYP Entertainment, Jeju Tourism
Organization, Changdeokgung Palace Management Office, Kakao Entertainment, Tacheung Film
Company, Pan Cinema, Paldo, Pledis Entertainment, Korea Craft & Design Foundation, Korea Tourism
Organization, Korea Agro-Fisheries & Food Trade Corporation, Korean Folk Village, Korean Film Archive,
Korea Copyright Commission, Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine, Han Sang-soo Embroidery Museum,

Korean Food Promotion Institute, Ministry of Environment National Institute of Biological Resources.

Advisory Committee

Park Sojeong (Hanyang University), Park Hee-ah (pop culture critic), Bae Yeongdong (Andong National
University), Back Eunha (Actor Research Institute), Suh Kyecongdeok (Sungshin Women’s University),
Shim Doobo (Sungshin Women’s University), Yoon Hyunjung (Kangnam University), Lee Gyutag (George
Mason University Korea), Lee Minjoo (The Academy of Korean Studies), Jung Dukhyun (pop culture
critic), Jeong Minjae (pop music critic), Joo Young-ha (The Academy of Korean Studies), Choi Eunsoo
(National Folk Museum of Korea), Han Changwan (Sejong University), Ham Hanhee (The Center for
Intangible Culture Studies), Fabrizio Ferrari (culinary expert), and Van Genugtenbart (online content

creator).

Review Committee

Na Kyungsu (Chonnam National University), Lee Seungjin (Backseok Culture University), Lee Eunju
(Andong National University), Joo Young-ha (The Academy of Korean Studies), Choi Gyuseong (Korean
Popular Music Research Institute), Him Hanhee (The Center for Intangible Culture Studies), and Hong
Scok-kyeong (Seoul National University).
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